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Assassination Probe Won’t Get 
Full $6.5 Million, Wright Says 


Associated Press 

House Majority Leader Jim Wright 
predicts the House won’t approve 
funds for investigating the assassina- 
tions of John F. Kennedy and Martin 
Luther King Jr. without assurances 
that such probes will be conducted) 
with prudence and good taste. 

The Texas Democrat said Friday 
that even if an assassination commit- 
tee does get off the ground he sees no 
chance that its request for $6.5 million 
will be approved. 

The Democratic leadership with- 
drew the assassination committee’s 
funding request from a scheduled 
House vote last week when it became 
clear that the request was in trouble. 
Some Republicans say the inquiry 
into the deaths of President Kennedy 
and civil rights leader King is getting 
too far afield before it is even offi- 
cially launched. 

Wright acknowledged that the com- 
miittee will have to reassure the 
House about its intentions and its spe- 
cific funding needs. 


“I think there has to be a demon- 
stration that this isn’t going to be a 
broad, free-wheeling, headline-grab- 
bing attempt to splurge and send in- 
vestigators willy-nilly like the headi- 
less horseman in all directions, like a 
fishing expedition costing $6.5 mil- 
lion,” Wright said. 

He said neither Congress nor the 
public wants an uncontrolled inquiry. 

Wright said he believed that Rep. 
Henry B. Gonzalez (D-Tex.), the desig- 
nated chairman of the committee, 
“will rather strongly curb the vora- 
cious appetite of administrators and 
staff personnel for more and more 
and more.” 

He said he expected Gonzalez to 
“reassure the House that it will be a 
prudent, reasonable, realistic inquiry, 
conducted with good taste and with 
dignity. Once he demonstrates this, I 
expect that the Congress will approve 
a continuation of the investigation. I 
do not expect, however, that the Con- 
gress will approve anything like $6.5 
million.” 



